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{Torn is speaking loci children's group of some sort. It sounds as though they 

are first. or second graders. The teacher spe8ks on the tape now and then. No 

date is given on -tape] 

Tom Now this microphone is very sensitive, so rather than to hold it or to 

touch it, because to ho Jij it or- touch it, you 'll have crack! i ng soun,js on there. 

So what vve·11 do--see, it's playing nov•t, and it's recording our voices, and I'm 

going to set it right here; it ·11 be able to pi ck up anybody's voice in the room. 

So, as I said, I got to--whoops, there we go!--1 got to the end of that tunnel 

and ther e was this beautiful _. beautiful Light. And that Light was so gorgeous 

to look at, and it was so comfortable to be near, and it made me feel real, 

real wonderful. And you ~:no\N when your Mom or your Dad, or anybody w t-,o is 

really close to you, gives you a big hug, and especially if, let's say, 

sometimes you get a little scared or sa,j, and then you get a real big hug? 

\'-/ell, that's \flhat it was like to see that Light. And that Light was just that 

beautiful. It made me feel really, really comfortable. 

Chi 1 d Do you st i 11 have that mark on you'? 

Tom What? 

Child Do you still have that. mark on you? 

Tom Ah, not really. It's pretty ''I-tell healed up. I've got one little teeny scar 

that you can see \'Yhen I take a hot sho'\•ver .. but otherwise, it's gone. Now· 

when I got to the end of U-1at tunnel , and aHer looking at this Light , and 

seeing how beautiful it was, and ho\h/ brilliant and gorgeous, all those things, 

I went through the end of the tunne 1, and I was either standing or sitting, in 

other words, I really felt like I was standing or sitting, and then had a voice 

come i nto my mind. It was not like you and I talking here, because if I'm 

talking you no\,v, my mouth is moving, you can hear the voice coming from 

me. But, when God talks to you it's not like He's outside, talking to you 

through your ears. It's like He's right inside of you. And just talking to your 

brain. You don't have to have sound and conversation to hear Him. In other 

words, when you talk to God, and when God talks back to you, He gives you the 

feeling of having had a conversation. And 1·11 give you an example. \'/hen 
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you're all alone and you're about to do something that you know absolutely is 

going to be naughty, and that you 're not supposed to do it, and you have that 

fee 1i ng inside--

Child Like when Daddy lied? 

Tom Oh, yeah, that's pretty naughty, I guess so, and if anybody does that, you 

should tell them that it's naughty, that you don't think it's right. 

Child My Dad did that because he was mad. But guess what? That cop didn't 

catch him! 

Tom Well, he was pretty lucky for not being caught, but you know, maybe 

sometimes some people have to get caught in order- to straighten out. In 

order so that tr,ey promise not to do it anymore. So, did you understand vvhat 

I mean by ha'v'ing God talk to rne without having to say 'N0rds or sentences or 

conversation? Well, let me tell you some of the things that God said to me. 

First of all Go,j said--on,j it was just like he said my name--'Tom .. l know 

that you're feeling okay, but I want to make sure and tell you everything is 
okay.a 

Te8cher Everybody take a canolli, and sit down. Don't eat the last one, it 

belongs to Tom. 

Girl I want another one because . .. 

Tom Vou ate it all already? 

Hoy Yours is over there. I gotta get a drink. 

Teacher Sit down, Robin, and get the spoon out now. 

Tom Oki:iy, so some of the things God soid to me was, "Tom, you have to be 

st1l1 and you have to listen, because what I'm go1ng to allovv' you to do is I'm 

going to allm·v you to think of any question." Okay, so God told me that I 

could ask any question that I wanted, a whole bunch of questions, or any 



questions all, and that he would give me the right answer. So I asked things 

like--flrst of all I asked Hirn, "v,/ell , gee, arn I okay?" ~vhat I meant by t hat 

was, MAm I really a nice person? Arn I okay?" Because you irnovv God knows 

everything, and God kno vv·s everythi ng that you do naughty, and everything 

that you do good, and God knows when you've been greedy, and God knovv·s 

when you've been ego ti st i ca 1 and se 1 fish. So I ·was res 11 y saying to God t hat 

I've done some pretty naughty thi ngs. I remember 'Nhen I 'Nas about nine 

years old, I cut my aunt's flo"vvers down. I thought about it ahead of time, and 

I decided that I w·ould do it anywar:J, just to be nasty, and I remember feeling 

bad afterward because it was a pretty nasty thing to do, en,j I made my aunt 

cry. When she came out and found those flov·ters cut, she cri ed. And that 

made me feel pretty sad, because I really didn't want to make her cry. I \Vas 

just naughty. Sometimes vve do things like that. [Child And having fun?] 

Well I w~s just all alone, just fooling around, and I did this thing, and it was 

naughty. [Chi 1 d Di d she knov•t about it?] 

Well, she certainly found out when she went outside and found the 

flowers cut down. And you know ¥that? They weren't even flovvers. They 

were really some really pretty weeds, but they had little flo"vvers on them. 

She had p 1 anned to pi c~~ those n ovvers and make things V·li th them. She was 

the type of person that did things li ke that. And I cut them down one year, 

and I knew that she wanted them, so it was really a nasty thing to do. [Boy 

I'll bet you God was rna1j at you.] V·lell, now rm standing there before Go,j, 

and God knov,,s all of this. So I'm asking God for forgiveness. 

{Boy Looi( Tom, Christmassy milk. Marianne's brought Christmassy milk] 

Yeah, all those pretty colors. [Gir1 I could have a lot in my mouth and I 

really could put it all i n rny mouth] No, novv see that would be greedy. [Boy 
Vou·re a nice man; I l i ke to hear you ta l kl [Girl Guess what? Guess what? I 

can put this big sandwich i n rny mouth] Maybe you·re going to grovv up real 

tall. When you eat a good diet .. as you get older_. you're gonna get real tall. 

[Girl But I'm not going to go on a di et] 

Well, so any v·tay, God said that for right nov•1--He understood that I had 

done some pretty naughty things in my 1 if e--He figured that I ·was okay, and 

that there were some other things that I had to experience and learn, and 

that's .what I want to tell you about. Because one of the other things that I 

experienced ·was, God said to me, if you want to survive, and live a little bit 

longer, and if you want to get out from underneath the truck, and live a 1itt16 



longer, and be with my wife Elaine, ond my sons, Tim ond Todd, thot it would 

be okay, and that he would ailovv me to ii ve ionger. And if i vvanted to do 

that,. a 11 I had to do was decide, in other 1..vords, choose to do that, end He 

would let me do it. Or if I wanted to, I could stay with God, and stay in 

Heaven, and be there. And if I wanted to do that , it would be okay also. So 

what do you think I choose? [Chi 1 d Go bac;k there] 

Well, I understand 1Nhy you 1N0LJld think that, because life is really 

precious. The word precious means that life is a really wonderful and good 

thing, and I have a lot of fun , and I'm a very happy person. But what do you 

think I di d7 I ct1ose to starJ I didn't chose to come back here. Let rne te 11 

you why I chose to stay. Vou know, if you use your imagination, or remernber 

the things that you·ve been told about heaven and God, that it is a wonderful 

place. It is really perfect. In other words, you can have all the canollis in 

the w·orld, and be able to eat all the cano11i s in the world, and realiy that 

desire is to feel perfection. To have anything you \•vanted, without being 

greedy. And to be able to love one another, not have any fights or arguments, 

not be .able to be afraid, ever, ever, ever. [Child . .. olwt1ys hos o fight with 

Justin, the one who lives next door to us] 

¥/ell, let me give you an exarnple. V•/hen you finally go to Heaven, and 

Justin is in heaven •w ith you, you're never going to fight again. All you'll be 

able to do is smile and have a good time. Because God won't let you argue. 

There'd be no reason to argue. [Chi1 d Did you see what I ~Jave my brother?] 

Veah, I did notice that. No·•N that's what is called, and listen to this 

word, that's what's ca 11 ed self 1 ess. See, if you're selfish, that means that 

you'd not only eat all of yours, but then you'd try to get some of somebody 

else's. But to be selfless, is a very good thing. And I'm glad that you did 

that, that made me feel good, and I did notice it. So, thank you. [Girl Guess 

what? I can eat a--] 

So, the other thing that I want to te 11 you about heaven is that some of 

the things you·ve been told, and some of the things that you 'll think about 

during your lifetime, might be different and it might change. If you think 

that if you go to heaven you play a harp or t1ave to play an instrument, don't 

worry about that becouse if you don't wont to ploy on instrument you don't 

have to. And the nice thing about heaven is there can be beautiful, beautiful 

music, without any instruments at all. \11/hatever absolute perfection 1,-vould 

be, that's what H's going to be like when you get to heaven. Well, a funny 
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thing happened, and I don't really think H's very funny, so let me say a 

strnngf thing happened. 'v'oIJ know ho\•V somet i rnes you say a funny thing 

happened meaning that it's very strange? 

\vell after some more conversation, back and forth, and some more 

interesting things that happened, I got sent back. That's an assumption 

because I don't really kno\1\1 for sure, for abs·o1utely sure, when or wr,y I got 

sent back. But I do knovv that I had the choice, and I chose to stay there. 

Now, in order to stay there, I had to move a little forvvard, and go rigt1t into 

that Light. 

Did you ever t·,ear the phrase, the Light of Go1j or the Light of Jesus? Ali 

right. \n/e11, if you·ve ever heard the phrase, the Light of God, ·well, there's a 

phrase called that , and hovv I want to describe what took place ·trns, that if 

you looked at God, all you 'Nould see is this brilliemt, bright, white Light. 

[Chi 1 d V./i 11 we ever see Him?] 

If you ever need to you will. In other words .. the answer's really yes. If 

you really wish for that, and you live, maybe even during your lifetime. 

Maybe. I'm not sure about that, but maybe. [lndistlnct comment] V·lell, it's 

happened to me, yes. And that's wonderful. And then there is a thing calied 

imagery, that's another kind of fancy 'Nord. V·lhen you look at somebo1jy 

walking dov1n the street, your eyes give you the image of that person, and 

that's the way you see things. In other words, you see the image of that 

person. And then if you recognize them-- you have enough of an image to 

recognize that per-son--and then you can ye 11 out to vvhoever it is. Vou can 

yell out and say hello. So that's called imagery. Now if you need to or v,,1ant 

to see Jesus Christ or God, you Y'lill be able to. And you will be able to see 

that imagery. And then, when that takes place, and as ~dOU enter heaven and 

become absolutely purified like the saints-- If you've heard the 1Nord the 

saints are very pure people vvho have died and gone on and become saints. 

[Chi1d Like our Poppa died?] Ves. [ChiJd Did you know him?] No, I 

don't know him. But I know wt-1at she's talking about. If he's died, and he's 

gone through the tunne 1, and had a 1 if e revi e·•N, and a 11 those ci rcurnstances--

1 didn't tell you about the life review, but I will in just a minute. ~\1ell then 

the only thing left for him to do is to go to heaven like I've described it. And 

when he's in heaven he doesn't have to get sick anymore, he doesn't have to 
feel angry or bad or sad. And the only thing that he can do is smile . . [Child 

Does he st i 11 miss us?] 



That's right , yeijh, and he can probably stiii miss you but you know 

what? \-vhen you·re in heaven and you miss somebody it 's not quite the same. 

Because vvith all of us here, and 'Ne think atiout the people we miss, like your 

dad, or like a close friend of mine-- Sometimes I have some friends, some 

very close friends who are ,jead, and my da,J is dead aiso; he died about four­

years ago. And 1,vhen I think about him I rniss him. And sometimes wt1en \•1/e 

do that we feel sad about that. But. here's the funny thing, when the person is 

in heoven and they think about the people that they miss, like all of us, they 

don't feel sad. 'r/ell see, the only thing that they can experience is love. So 

again, even though they do miss you, they're able to smile all the time. Isn't 

it a nice thing to thin~( about? To be able to miss somebody and st i 11 srnil e 

all the time? 

A 11 right, we 11 that's another way in which i want to describe heaven, and 

that's what heaven is like. Now the thing that I didn't ,jescr-ibe to you yet is 

called a life revie \•V. I was 33 years old 'Nhen the truck fell on me, and I had 

this experience. So I was certainly an adult and I had lived 33 years, but 

during the life r-evie'vv, it was like you had a movie camera going all the time, 

every minute of your 1if e, day and night, and it showed every single solitary 

thing you did. Sho·•Ned you \Nhen you were asleep, showed you when you v·tere 

awake, when you were running, if you took a ride in an airplace--everything 

that has r,appened in your- life would be in that camera or in that film. And 

when you experience a 1 if e review, that's review. And different from 

watching it on tel evi si on or watching it in a rnovi e. What you rea 11 y do is you 

relive it very, very quickly. It can all take place in _i ust a f evY seconds. It's 

kind bf interesting, to have had that experience. And have a review of 33 

years of my 1 if e, in just a matter of a second or l'vvo. And \A/hen that takes 

place, you feel all the things that you felt during your life. In other ·vvords., 

the few times when you w·ere naught1J, you feel naughty again. Nov-1 it's 

interesting because, let's say I was naughty when i was nine years old--iike 

I told you 1Nhen I cut my aunt's flowers down. 'w'ell nov•l, 1Nhat I'm telling you 

is when I was 33 years old, an adult , and hflvi ng the 1 if e revi ev-1, I had the 

some feeling of how noughty I wos when I 'nos nine ye<lrs old. But at the 

same time I had the same feeling of when I v1as really good, and wt1en I made 

my mom and dad really proud of me or \•vhen I had some real exciting 

experiences, like going to a movie or going to a party or having a great time. 
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One time I went fishing with my father and \'\1e caught a lot of f i sh. I 

don't even know how many, it was more than a coup 1 e hundred, and we 1 et 

most of them go because it would fill the boat up. [Child Guess 1Nhat? I'd 

like to catch a shark!] Oh, a shark's bigger tt1an you are! 

We11, so during the life review, I exper.ianced everything Uiat I did good, 

and everything t hat I did bad. And some of the things that I couldn 't 

remember. In other \•vords, sometimes you try to remember two years ago, 

and you can't really remember very ¥.iell two years ago. n ott1er words, you 

try to remember. "Gee, I wonder where I vvas this same day two years ago?" 

And you don·t have that memory. But when you e)<peri ence a 1 if e review 

after you die you 1Nil1 be able to remember everything. [Child Like my 

Poppa died?] 1/es, and he had a life review and he was able to remember all 

the good ti mes he had with you. [Chi 1 d Right nov·l my hand is sticky!] And 

when you have your 1 if e revi ev-1, you 'll remember that too. And you 'll 

reexperi ence it. 

So anyway v1hen the life review 'Nos overthen I mede the decision to 

stay. And some of the reasons I chose to stay was-- No·w I love my wife 

Elaine very much, and I love Tirn and I love Todd, and I certainly iike you very 
much--! might not love you quite as much as I love my son Todd or Tim, but I 

do 1 ove you. And I want you to kno·vv that. Okay? 

Now, even though I 1 ove a 11 of those things, and I 1 i ke to have a job, and I 

like to buy and build a fast car, and all the things that we do during a 

lif etime--1 had an oppor-tunity to be 1Nith God. And that's greater than any of 

the things that we love here on earth. In other 1Nords, '\"'then you 're alive, 

there 's a of things that you lave. But when you get to experience God, you 

will love God more than you love all of the things that you think you love 

right now. Much much greeter-. It's just so perfect. It's hard to explain. 

So I did experience going backv·rnrds through the tunne 1 again, and I 

experienced 1 ooki ng through the tunnel, and toward the Light, while I 

experienced going e::<act l y backwards. And 1Nhen I got to the other end of ttrn 

tunnel I ''l°'l8S able to gain consciousness. I really woke up again. And when I 

woke up the people were lifting the truck off of me. And the ambulance guys 

were there, and they cut part of my shirt off , cause my shirt was kind of 

bloody and it was ail crushed down. So they cut part of my shirt off, and 
they put some bandages on the ho 1 es, cause I had four ho 1 es through my chest. 

And they helped me breathe a little bit better, they gave me some oxygen. 



And then, because of the pain--oh my goodness, the pain wcs so terrible, 

cause you know I was crushed down pretty bad. I kind of went unconscious 

again, for the ride to the hospital in the ambulance. 

And then after staying in the hospital for a little while, I started feeling 

much better. And then I ¥tas able to come h?me. And that was ten years ago 

and I feel reBlly pretty good novv'. I don't have any injuries from thet 

accident. But you l(novv what I do have? I've got an ongoing memory of seeing 

that Ugt1t at the end of the tunnel and being with God. And because of that, 

it's changed my life tremendously. 

And you know what you might not believe right now--cause you know I 

can be really a cool guy. I just took some of Timmy's friends for a ride, 

bought them a little bit off ood and took them skate-boarding. Vou know 

what's hard to be 1 i eve? Do you k novv' I used to get in fights? [Girl: That's 

bad!] Yes, that's pretty bad. {Girl Justin got in a fight] [Boy They'il 

never fight in heaven .. right?] Nope. Never. \'l'ell, you don't have to. There·s 

no reason to. [Gi r1 I pi eked Justin up in my hands, then I dropped hi rn to the 

grass!] You knovY that's really bad for another reason, because sometimes 

somebody will push you first. And then, you know, you might have to push 

them back to protect yourself. 1,1,1e11 sometit"nes we get in circumstances like 

that, and you have to do things like that. But the sad part of that is 

somebody might end up getting hurt very severel~J, and neither one of you 

intended on doing that. So that makes it even worse. 

¥/ell, let me tel1 you how some of the things changed. Because I llstened 

to certain kinds of music--l'm talking about when I graduated from higtl 

school back in the 60's. They had the si xties music--l ike the Beatles, like 

Bob Dillon. Well, I li ke that kind of music and then when I got back from the 

hospita 1 my attitude changed. And it ·s not that I didn't 1 i ke the 60's rnusi c 

anymore, I still liked it. But the music that I never liked before, I started 

liking. In other \'Yards, did you ever have to listen to violin music? \r/ell I 

never used to like it. I used to think that it was not ni ce music. it's okay for 

people who like violins, but I didn't like violins. Well whet do you think 

happened? 

I got bock from the hospitol and I storted listening to the rl:!dio, l:!nd some 

violin music came on, and I liked it. And I not only liked it, but I loved a 
very much. So that's one of the changes that took place. \1vel1, do you know 

what? I've got a violin noY1, and I can't p 1 ay it, because it takes a 1 ong ti me 



to practice and I haven't practiced. I c~n make some sounds on it. And I 

really li ke having it. It was given to me as a gift. 

Now the funny thing is before I tied this near-death experience, if 

somebody vvoul d have gi ven me a vi o 1 i n for- a gift, I rni ght have made a smart 

remark. And I might not have even accepted .it. I might have said, "Here, tafrn 

this back." And I probatily would have hurt their feelings. But since my 

near-death experience, I did get a violin as a gift, from a friend by the name 

of Craig Stapely. ~ly friend Craig gave it to me. And I not only thank him so 

much for it, because it was a very thoughtful gift for him to give me, I 

really love having it as a gift. it's in my bedroom closet right now. 

\A/ell let me tell you one of the other changes. Before I had this 

experience I use to get in figt1ts and so on and things like that. And I used to 

argue a lot. \vell, guess what? I still love to argue. But I love to argue in a 

different way now. In other 'v"-tords, if you say, " \o\1e11, i think that the 

Redskins are going to win the football game," an,j then I disagree v•tith you. 

Well that's actually an argument., if you argue about it, as to which team is 

better. But that's called a friendly argument. The kind of argument that I 

used to like--1 used to like to get in an argument and actually call names. 

And that's never a good idea, because sometimes you ca 11 somebody a name, 

and it i sn·t even true and then you a 1 ways fee 1 sorry about it af tervvards. 

Well nov·r see that's an example, because if somebody has an accident like 

that, they didn't rea 11 y mean to do that , they didn't think, "\Ve 11, I knovv' i 'ii do 

this nasty thing." So that makes it an accident. And it's not a good idea to 

call people names for that. For an accident that they couldn't help. 

Well anyway, some of the \•vays that I changed was, that instead of 

riding a motorcycle real fast, or driving a car real fast, instead of doing 

those kinds of fun things, I didn't do them any more. I'm not telling you that 

those things aren't fun. But my priorities changed. And that means that the 

thing that I thought most important was to talk to people about what 

happened to me. And to share those things. And hopefully to try to make you 

feel better about a couple of things. 

First of all , one of the things that I ·want to tell you, which I already 

have, is that God is real. And that God is all loving. And even vvhen you're 

naughty, God still loves you. Go,j might frown a little bit, and God might even 
wish to say, "Gee, you shouldn't really be doing that. " But even though you've 

done "'ome n~ught11 + h1· ng"' G"d ,..+; 1 l 1 O"e"' you And + "'e o• "'" ... + "'; ... ,, ' " ·'""""'+ +,.. .;) U ti ll I .;> 1 U .:, l 11 'I .:, . I l 11 l II CI 1.11111 ':I I Y'( U II l l U 
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tell you is that you know we all have to die. Everybody in history eventually 

di es. And I'm going to die someday. And you are going to die someday. And--

[Chil d I don't want to die!] \.1/ell, actually, I understand that because I 

was really very afraid to die before I was 33 years old and before this truck 

fel l on me. In fact, when the truck fell on m~, I was pretty scared. 1·11 tell 

you the truth; ! was real scared. And I was thinking, =oh my Godl i can 't 

breathe, I'm gonna die!" But guess what happened? [Child You stayed and 

died] \vell, yes, but guess ·what else? I'm not afraid to die anymore. I'm 

really not afraid to die. Now, I'm not looking forward to it, because the ways 

in which we die, ·1-,1e either get hurt or we get sick and ·vve die. And sometimes 

we just get so very, very old that v,,e die from old age, or from heart failure 

or something like H,at. Sometimes vv·e die of some diseases that are pretty 

painful. So a lot of times vve thint( about dying and we get a little scared 

because, first of a 11, it's sornethi ng we don·t knovv much about. So it's kind of 

scary just because you don·t know about it because you·re ignorant. And it's 

okay to be ignorant, but you s11oul d try to learn things so that you're more 

intelligent, so that you're smarter, emd you can deal wllh things a lilt.le 

better: 

But the third thing that ! wanted to te 11 you, that's \Jery, very important, 

is another big word, and 1·m not sure if you·ve heard this word before, this 

might be-- [End of side one] [side tvvo] 

The third thing that I vtante1j to tell you, that I learned from having this 

experience, and that's very, very important for you to understand, and the 

word is ca 11 ed suicide. Novv suicide means that you do sornethi ng to ki 11 
yourself. [Girl Wow, I never ·want to kill myself!] And as terrible as that 

sounds there are several people who end up committing suicide. In other 

words, they either shoot thernse 1 ves or they take poi son or pi 11 s and they ki 11 

themselves. Or they jump off a bridge. 

And the reasons that they do things like that are many, many different 

reasons. Sornet i mes they !Jet very, very sad, and they stay sad for a very, very 

1 ong ti me. And they get so sad that they tt1i nk that they can never be happy 

again. And then they ki 11 themselves. And tliat's terrible. That's a rea 1, real 
trogedy. ~nd thot hurts my feelings when thot hoppens, becouse I wont 

everybody to be happy. And we can·t be happy a 11 of the ti me. So, vvhen you 

get sad, even if you get very, very sad, please don·t ever, ever even think of 

committing suicide. Don't ever think of ki 11 i ng yourse 1 f. [Chi 1 d 1 ·m never 
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going to commit ~ide!] Well, I'm glad for that. And you should keep that 

attitude. Bee au. JOU know, you can al ··,·vays do better. 

Another recL t hat peop 1 e commit su1 ci de is that they think that they'll 

be able to make f) ; __ ;)ple feel sorry for them, or that they'll be able to get even 

with somebody. In other 'Nords, if your clos~ friends or a parent is really 

mean to you / or if they punish you for doing something wrong, and you get 

angry at them, even though you 've actually done something wrong and you 

might deserve punishment, if you get so angry at them, you might say to 

yourself, "Well, I know hovv to get even, 1·11 kill myself." Well, don't you dare 

ever think tt,at way. And rm sorry to te il you that some peop i e do think that 

way. But guess vvhat happens? It doesn't ·vvorl( . And you know--God forbid, if 

anybody does commit suicide for tt1at rea:3on--that some people think, vte11 
weren't they awfully stupid for doing such a thing. And they really were. 

They were very, ver-y stupid for doing such a thing. 

And then there's some other reasons why people do eventually commit 

suicide. And as sad as it is, they get very, very sick, they get so sick that 

they can't think straight. And sometimes it gets vvorse and vvorse, and they 

may do something reai quickiy or reaiiy stupid. Like waik ciose to a bridge 

and fall or jump off fl bridge. And tt1ey en,j up dying that vv·ay. And the reason 

that they do that is because they're just not thinking properly. 

Now if you accidentally die that's not suicide. I'm talking about when 

somebody thinks about it. [Boy ... on 1 y if you make that accident happen] 

That ·s right, that's right. [Girl God is inside you. V·/hen you ki 11 yourse 1 f you 

ki 11 God] That's right! That's good H1at you f(nov1 that. And probably the most 

i mpor_tant thing that I want to te 11 'dOU toda1d is that God 1 oves you more 

anybody vvho 1 oves you, 1 i ke a parent or 1 i ke a c 1 ose friend or even 1i ke I 1 ove 
you. 

Don't ever disappoint that person. Don't try to hurt that person. And if 
you thin~: about God, who loves you more than anybody can 1 ove you, then you 

really shouldn't even consider su~h a thing. And you know what's sad'? When 

you get to high school you '•Nill probably knov•t somebody that's your same age 

who will eventually commit suicide. V·/ho will eventually commit suicide. 

And when that happens, it ·s rea 11 y okay for you to cry about that. Because of, 

not just the fact ttrnt they died but, the fact that they committed suicide. It's 
okay to feel sad about that. Because that's really a tragedy. 

And uou !t."'110W VJh •• -c,t?. c1·ncP. I h-c,d my ne-<>r-rlno+t~ 8""',.,,..;,-,y,C" I ,, ... ,., .,., 011 
CJ " n u .J - I I JU 11 . u uc::u L I .-'11--/C::I I C::I I c; I "-IIU n u I I 
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about this because, really very bluntly, God told me all about this. But since 

that happened, I've had a coup 1 e of very close friends commit suicide. An1j you 

know 'Nhat I do? Not on 1 y do I fee I sad about them, end I miss them, but I pray 

for them a lot. 

Now I don't know if you pray or not, I hop_e that you do. And if you don·t 

pray on a regular basis, that's okay for right now. But as you get a ii tt i e 

older, you might learn enough to know either how to pray or that it's a good 

thing. And that you might V·lant to pray just before you go to bed. Sornetirnes 

you wish real hard for something and you'll think about praying to God that 

you get this new garne, or that you're able to go to Chucky Cheese, or 

something really nice like that. \·'/ell, that's actually kind of like a prayer. 

And you kno'N sometimes your parents talk to you a lot, and they say the 

same things over and over again. And sometimes it's really a good idea to 

give you a good little crack on the rear end to wake you up. i've done that 

with both Timmy and Todd, and in the long run ! didn't get a great deal of 

enjoyment out of cracking their rear ends; I actually felt a little sad. But it 

was necessary. It was necessary to really teach them that what they were 

doing was wrong. And that I didn't vvant them to do that anymore. But just 

think, some day you'll get o 1 der and you won't have to get a crack on the rear 

end because you'll be intelligent. [Boy Guess ·vvhat I been doing? Tv•.:o days 
ago or yesterday, I didn't go in, I letted a lady before me] Oh, that 'Nas 

polite. Yeah. Vou·re making a lot of pr-ogress. You're doing a lot of things that 

are very polite. Like sharing your food like you did a few minutes ago. Yeah, I 

noticed that too. Vou·re doing pretty good. 

Well, let me ask you right now, does anybody have any questions? You 

know, because \•ve·ve talked about quite a few things. I talked about going 

through the tunnel , and seeing God. And I talked about dying, that we all have 

to die. And that it's really okay to die as long as it's either an accident or 

that you get so old or so sick that God decided that you've 1 i ved 1 ong enough. 

And when sornebod~d dies, even though you miss tr1ern, and 'd0U feel sad that 

way, I want you to feel happy f or them because V·then somebody dies and th8!d 

go through their entire life review, and a 11 the 1..vay through the tunnel, 'Nhat's 

at the end of that tunnel? 

[Boy God!] At the end of U-1at tunnel is God and heaven. [Boy Vou said 
that you walked through the Light?] 'y'es! [Boy V·/hat did Go,j do?] 11vell, God 

just 1 oved me. That's the on 1 ~d 'Nay I can describe it. [Boy Did you ever see 
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Him, when you got there, in person?] Yes. [Hoy As a person might, like 

looking at Marianne'?] The same thing. [Boy SAt'1E, E}<ACT, THING!] \rlell, in 

other vvords, if I 1Nere to look at Mtwianne and smile, and see that , that's 

Marianne, I vvas able to look at Jesus and God and see them as vvt1at the~d are. 

[Hoy God is Jesus] Un huh. [Boy God was _reborn] Uh huh, I also kno 'N that. 

Vou knm·v a 1 ot of ti mes 'fl hen sornebo,jy, say for i nst ence, pushes you or 

hits you or calls you a name or does something nasty, sornet i mes i l's best to 

turn to that person, and just say, "I don't rea 11 y understand why you did that , 

but I'd like to be your friend." Sometimes that works, sometimes that doesn't 

work though. Because you know you·ve got all different kinds of peop i e Urnt 

live around you. 

Well all right. I just \Vant to ask you again, because we covered a couple 

of subjects. Does anybody have any questions about death and dying? [Girl 
Nol A 11 right, does anyt,c11jy r,ave any questions about suicide? [Girl l do] 

V·/hat v1oul d you 1 i ke to ask? [Girl ... sometimes Dad gets angry \•Vith her] 

Yeah, we 11 1 et me te 11 you whet you know, your Dad gets f rust.rated. Did you 

ever hear that word, frustrated? [Boy Oh yes, frustrated means when 

somebody gets mad, mad] He gets either confused or nervous or sa,jdened. 

And what he rea 11 y wants, he \•Van ts to be ab 1 e to he 1 p you and contro 1 'dou. 

No'vv sometimes that can't happen. And sometimes t1e gets wt-,ars called 

frustrated, and then he'll spank you or something 1 i ke that. And about the best 

thing tht!l you can do is just say, Tm sorry Daddy." And tell him that ~dou·n 

try, that you·11 try to be goo,t 

But the other thing is, and if that happens an av1ful lot of the time (and I 

don't think that's necessarily true for anybody here). but sometimes little 

people, and t,y little people I mean other than adults--in other words aii of 

you. Little people get Mt too much. And I mean if they do, if a parent or an 

adult, does sornethi ng like-- [Boy Abuses you'?] Right. Like abuses you, or 

breaks a bone, or maf(es you bleed, or something like that, ·well then it's 

important for you to get help for that adult. And even if it's an uncle, or a 

friend, or a parent-- [Boy Vou gotta ca 11 the po 1 ice] Uh huh. Now, if you 

were naughty an,j you got spanked or even something like if you ·wet your 

pants and your dad got real angry, and he gave you a good hard crack on the 

rear en,j, that's not what I'm ta 1 king about. I mean that you can kind of live 
with that. But if things really get out of hand, ceuse sornetirnes you might 

have a friend who experiences that. And that means that the adult needs he 1 p 
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coping vYilh the situation. And do you knO\•Y thct I hove been cble to help o 

couple of people that vvay? And that 's very exciting. 
\'!e11, I think we had a pretty good tirne, don't you? [Boy Ves!] I'm sure 

glad that 1 ·m here. And you know, I didn't get a chance to thank you for letting 
me do this. Because I appreciate it. [Boy I knovv that, Tom] But guess what? 

Each of you have to pay me. Ves! you know how you pay me? You have to each 
give me a hug. [Teacher One at a time!] No, that's okay! How much do you 

weigh? Do you ·vveight 40 pounds? [ Boy How did you guess?] [Teacher 
Did you te11 Tom thank you?] [Children Thank you!] Oh they did when they 

hugged me! 

Welcome ladies and gentlemen to the nev-1-- [Boy Tom Sawyer! He came 

from heaven again!] Oh, I might have come f rorn heaven but I ·m no ange 1 ! [Boy 
Well when you go back up there you'll have wings, and you'll be able to fly , and 

1 oak over the 1Norl di Tr1en 1'11 be-- [Boy The c 1 ouds are up in space, so 

God's up in space] \11le1l, yes, but guess what? Gads riglJt .!;,are /.'i you.I 




