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[Recording of Tom speaking at the Visions of Tomorrow International 

Conference at Geneso, Nev•t York, Auqust 7-14, 1988. At a certain point he 

asked Elaine to come to the platform and join him. He had not told her 

beforehand he was going to do this, but he says she did beautifully] 

Tom We 11, 1 et's see, can everybo,jy hear me;? Okay? Good. We have to 

check on such things. 

Very often we start with the books, the ne'vv books. I'm not selling this 

book. I'm not necessari 1 y advocating this book but so many peop 1 e ht:ive 

been hounding me when the ne'vv Raymon,j t'loody book came out an,j, if I can 

be very fair and l1onef:t (1Nhich I usually arn), it's much too expensive. The 

cost is over $15.00 and if you·ve been keeping track or if you have read any 

of Raymond t·1oody's prior books, there's only a chapter or tvvo in here that 

is really very different and if you're conscious at all of hov·t much money 

you spend on books, I don't recommend you buy this unt i1 it corn es out in 

paperback and is much, much cheaper. 

One interesting aspect to this is that it goes into a few details regarding 

children having trn,j near-death e:<peri enc es, and t wo-year--o 1 ds and one 

child that had a near-death experience (1..vhich has been 1Nell documented 

sci ent if i ca 11 y) at six months o 1 d. As a matter of fact, in tl1e Rochester 

area we have some very young children who have had a near-death 

experience end I've had the good fortune of meeting with a coupie of them. 

It isn't so important to identify them or anything but I just wanted to bring 

that out. 

I've said to a couple of people in this group, "This group is one of the 

mosf di versified groups that I hBve ever been amongst, u and this is 

fantastic. [Tom obviously ref erring to the conference participants] I don't 

need to taH( about levels but you know how vve say "levels" and they're 

people on all different levels that can talk intellectually and there are 

local farmers and tJ1ere am pseudo-intellectuEJls and so on. It's really 

beautiful. One problem: Mid head's just 8-spinnin'. One of the problems that 

I have is di a 1 ague; this 1 anguage--it ·s very, very f rustrnt i ng. 

t-lost of you have heard about ~ near-death experience and you knoY'I that 

a 11 near-death experi encer-s have a rna j or prob l ern and that's 'vVi th language 

and di a 1 ogue. A majority of them have something to say, they rea 11 y want 

to verbalize and share, even if it just be from the excitement or from 
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initial problems that they have had as a r esult of having h1Jd a near-dee1th 

experience or in dealing \.Y ith their famil i es and spouses and close f ri ends. 
I don't knovv how to ta 1 k to a group li ke thi s--thi s is f ontasti c. I a 1 so 

use the phrase my head is just a-spinnin' and thBt's good, that's not bad. \~l e 
all, the ·whole group, and especially me--l'm a little additionally e>~ ci ted 

tonight because it turns out the nurnber of f.imes t hat I've been atil e to 
speak in front of some kind of an audience, any 1Nhere f roro bvo peop 1 e to 

1,020. I l's therefore a reasonably rare occasion that I f i na 11 y have my v1if e 
Elaine here with me. And, before she has to leave--because she really does 

have to leave, maybe as soon as 15 minutes from now--and get back t o 
Rochester and live her "normal" life, I lrnm•v that a lot of people in the 

audience have some questions that rea 11 y and truly should be di reeled to my 
wife, Elaine. 

Now some of the subjects, if I can dare hint tovvard and I rea 11 y want to 
put her on the spot and give you an opportunity to at 1 east ask questions end 

have her ansvver them. Ttrnse are, "V./hat about the spouses of near-death 
experi encers'?" 

We 11 at age 33 i was norm a 1, never mind that 1..vord "norm a 1," but 
whatever I vvas usue 1, in other words at age 33 I was usual in the eyes of 

my vvif e, Elaine. In other v•t0rds, yes she had married this crazy--this V'ifJS 

also 50 pounds ago! For you people 'Nho are into fitness, instead of fatness. 

I was 1::1 nat i ona 1 ca 1 i tier 8th 1 ete, I ··,·vas the c 1 ass come,ji an, I was an a 11 
around goo,j guy. Boy, I love talking to stereotyping my8elf. And I was her 

spouse for many years, and having met at age 15, the degree of familiarity 
between Elaine and myself was paramount, I mean it vvas extraordinary. 

She Knew everything about rne. I knew ever-ything about her. So \,vhen I say 
normal and usual, tr1e degree of familiarity is 1Nhat I am referring to and it 

was extraordinary as spouses go. 
Very often I have learned that spouses keep secrets on purpose and 

otherwise frorn each other on an ongoing basis. Elaine and I have never 
rea 11 y been 1 i ke that. Both our n ves are pretty much an open book to and 

toward each other. 
So, she knows that I eat only peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, she 

knows that I am very mi serab 1 e and grumpy and not nice to be near if rm 
physically injured. And she knows all my faults ¥lhich I won't go into. 

[Steve 'v-le don·t have time] Thanks, Steve. (That's my ex-friend Steve.) 
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At any rate, all of ,a sudden a truck falls on Tom 'Savvyer, he gets crushed 

down fl at for a little w·hll e. An,j he has \'Vhat is ca 11 ed a NOE, or a 

near-death experience. And things ctrnnged. V./ell, it was nice and peaceful 

for the first 72 hours because I vvas quite unconscious and lying quite sti11. 

And then I made a phone call to my mother, I felt well enough to speak, 

to say there was a 11 tt le accident but not to worry I 'li be up and see you in 

a couple of weeks. And in that conversation I said, "The truck fell on me 

but you knov1, t'lorn, it seemed like it fell very, very slo\vly. I remember 

every detail. And you know after I went unconscious," and I Yvent right 

through the basic story of ttrn near-,jeath e;,:peri ence. I went through the 

scenario up to and including the confrontation of the Light and an aspect 

that I bare 1 y descri be1j but I just touched on an aspect of experiencing total 

kn owl edge wit.hi n that Light. I hung up the phone. \•'le 11 from whatever ti me 

it was I hung that pt1one up unt i 1 nov•l, ten years later, a little over 1 O years 

later, things have become a little different in our household. 

And the degree of f ami 1 i arity came to a screeching ha 1 t. I started 

talking about things and Elaine. vYould look at me with a frown and say, 

·what did you say'?" or "Vvl10 is ttrnt ?" And I would Sfl!d, "v,l e 11, I don't k:nov·t 

who that either, but you'll be hearing more about them in the near future."! 

started writing tt-iings do·wn in spiral notebooi(s and so on. At Elaine's 

suggestion, if I can paraphrase what she said, she said, "Tom, you kno'N 

you've been ta I king about things that I don't understand at ail and then when 

I ask you about them, you say you don't understand about thern but you seem 

to know all about them an,j you-write these down in figures, phrases, and 

peoples names. 'v1hy don't you start keeping track of them in a spiral 

notetiook?" 

So then there appeared spi rn 1 notebooks on either-side of our bed and at 

the coffee tab 1 e and at tt1e kitchen tab 1 e and so on. And things changed. 

There seemed to be a pattern ·within these notebooks regarding the general 

subject of quantum physics_. and no I won't go into that tonight in great 

detai 1. But there 1Nere some patterns and a majority of things were of no 

pattern at all, they were just various little scribblings and so on. But 
herein lies the problem th~t I wont to impress on you regording spouses 

and ne·ar-death experi encers. The degree of f ami 1 i ari ty comes to a 

screeching ha 1 t. And from other near-death experi encers 1Nho have been 

married at the time of their near-death e~<perience, I've heard sentences 
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from them such as, "But he's not the man I married!" And, .. A 11 she wants to 

do is go around and prnyI All st-,e·s into is that r1ocus-pocus bullshit. And 

she goes to conferences such as Visions of Tomorrow," and various other 

things. "w'hy all of a sudden \¥ith three chi11jren grO\•Ving up and v·..-e·re 

doing financiall~J well and we're so close to~ether, you suddenly have to go 

to to Seattle, \r/ashi ngton. What in the he 11 is in Seatt 1 e, Washington'?" She 

says, "I don't know, but I know I have to be there." Novv that's pretty crazy 

stuff and I'm afraid that over half of the people in this audience have said 

things like that .. that are pretty crazy stuff. 

Well, how does that react to somet,ody that has a high degree of 

familiarity? \A1ell, it is suddenly crazy, chaot_ic, and sometimes, in fact 

most often I'm sorry to say, intolerable. Vlell, now I can brag and say that 

Elaine and I have been married for a little over 10 years since my 

near-death experience and as a matter of fact we·re still married. Now we 

have actually in a way set a record because a rather sad statistic is that 

99.99 percent of near-death e:y;periencers, who have 'Nhat Ken Ring 

describes as a core e>-;peri ence or a very intensive e~·=:peri ence, that are 

married at the time, become sepan:lted and divorced V·tHhin a U~ree year 

period of time .. 

Now, I didn't know this at the time of m~ near-death experience. I 

learned about it four years after my e)<perience. So I looked at the 

calendar and thought, "My goodness, what does this mean_. does it mean 

anything at all? Well, I'm glad to say that it doesn't have to mean anything 

at all. Even though the statistics bear out that a majority of the people do 

separate and divorce if they are married, that is not necessary. And a 1 arge 

majonty of the people in this room have a similar circumstance at ieast 

where a close frien,j, parents, or children don't quite understand hovv· crazy 

and chaotic each one of you have become recently. At least since the 1960'.3, 

or since last year. You seem to be pursuing something that is not 

necesseril y meteri a 1 i st i c or not necessan 1 y what you a 1 '•Nays did. So there 

is a lot of similarities and we all can learn something from this. 

First of all, my darling YVife, Elaine, would you stand so everybody can 

see how pretty you are? Vou have al so witnessed that I do have the ability 

to lie, because I promised Elaine that I would not do what I just did. Well, i 

do know that Elaine intended on leaving here, hopefully before dark in order 

to ge ♦ b""Ck to Ro•-lie"+ er Che h""" fu 11 - ♦; ,,..,.,,... ,...,,..,.,,., l nttrY\n" ♦ onn ,..,... "" A ,-,n l U '-' .Ol . .JI IU-0 II lllllc;: t;lllf,.IIU!::flllt;lll UIIU .OU Ull. MIIU 
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still lives a very normal life in spit of being married to Tom Savvyer. Are 

there Erny questions that you would 1 i ke to ask Elaine? I know I have e f evv1 
Elaine, I know you didn't 1Nant to come up front but would you please. \Alell, 

this is--Elaine! 

Ela1ne Well, I've never really done this kind of thing before--

Tom Well, you can relax, especially relm< because a very dear friend of 

yours is here whom you haven't really met. Larraji. 

Elaine Your music has he 1 ped me a 1 ot, that ·s one thing I ,,vanted to say. 

The first time I r,eard it I didn't know of you and I just said, "It's so 

peaceful, makes me feel really good. Vou·re doing a lot of good for a lot of 

people. 

Tom A couple of wee~(s ago v,1e vvent to sornev•tt,ere in the south 

--Virginia? And Larraji v·1as there and played for me and everybody else 

that was there, tm,j I was thri 11 ed. As I qot out of our car at the Eli rport to 

fly down there, in our tape recording in the car vv·as Larraji's music, one of 

his original recordings. And as I left the car Elaine said, "\/ou kno·vv, this 

music is so peaceful and it makes me feel so relaxed." I thought wovv! 

Nothing else was said. I did tell Larraji when I got dov•m there and that's 

very i rnportant because you knov•t serious 1 !d Elaine has dea 1t 'vVi th an 8\h/ f ul 

lot of crap from Torn Sawyer. I'm saying it just like that because I can't 

emphasize the degree of f ami 1i ari ty that she has had and that she has now 

maintained. And let me put it this way, °\¥hen we greet people at our house 

we often say \•velcome to the Sawyer household where the abnormal is 

normal. 

Man I have a question for- you, Elaine. Somehow i imflgine that expiaining 

Tom·s differences fall mostly on you as to relating that to the children. Is 

that correct? And if so, hovv do you go about it? 

El oi ne I think the hardest part of it to dea 1 with was after the accident 

happened. I knov•/ he was al ways te 11 i ng me the truth and I had to keep this 

inside of me for a long time. When he savv the tunnel, and he sa\¥ the other 
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side, the Christ or the Light of Christ, it was hard for me to just keep this 

inside end just to talk to hi rn about it. I vvant.ed to ta 1 k to ot11er peop 1 e 

about it. And I had (maybe) a year end a half of keeping it inside. V·le just 

talked together about it. vnrnt helped me a lot \'\>·as when this might of, I 

never believed in -- V1ell, I ',·vas never that open minded before. I've got to 

be rea 11 y honest, I just thougM you tried to be a good person, I've changed. 

I've tried to be a good person, 1 ·m open rni nded nm·v and I've got a lot of nice 

friends nov-1. And I try not to be judgrnental of people but before I used to 

judge people more that I do no'N . Novv- I accept people a lot more. 

Ten days before the acci1jent happened to Torn, I '1vasn't working at the 

time, and I had bought a book at a ~;tore. !t v-..-as called Ljle A.ft6r Lil~<?.. by 

Raymond t1oody. Vou t1eanj atiout it or read it? I don·t know if you·ve heard 

- this or not. But I picked up this book at a bookstore and I thought, ·why am I 

looking at this book? I don't even knovv vvhy, it's a dollar seventy-five, I 
can't afford it. So I put the book back on the shelf and I v1ent grocery 

shopping. I thougt"it, I've got to go back and buy this book. 

So I bought the boo~( and I read it in bed. Tom said (don't repeat this to 

Raymond Moody) "V./r1at are you reading that crap for? ' He goes, "V./hen you're 

dead you·re dea,j, the shov/s over and that's that. [Much laughter] 

Tom And you thin~~ there 's not a judgmental God? 

Elaine I continued to read .: I didn't care v·that he said. He S\Nore, I lrno\•V. I 

was used to that; it didn't rnatter. So \Nhen I read the book it took me three 

nights because I read it in bed and just relaxed and then all of a sudden this 

accident happene1j in rny driveway. 

¥/ell I think that that book helped me a lot because it vras my cushion. 

And I didn't tell hirn about the boo},: too much. I tr1ink maqbe God was 

looking out for me, so I could help Tom help others. And I really don't ~~nO'IY' 

V-lhy it happene,j, l'rn not really sure v·thy. I think maybe the ·whole 

near-death e:v;perience is to make people aware that there·:::: something else; 

that everybody has a soul an,j that vve·re all connected to everybody else. 

And just to try and see the good in people and not the bad in people. I 

find H hard for me to believe that a lot of people vveren't still married 

eftenvards because they say it 's unconditional love. \A/ell, if you have 

Uncondl• t1' on""l l O"e ""no"4 y,-.u•re r-p..-"orli nn ; ♦ ♦ 0 ° 11 ♦ h"r-e ,...,..,,_,.., l n ♦ 1;,..,,., u,h, I U 'I U U ;:, I CUUI :~ ll l UII ti,:; .::, fJCUf-'IC , I.IICII YYII~ 
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don't you spread to the person you ~re 'Ni th? It is true I ove. 

I wanted to tell a of of people off after they had their experience. And l, 

well, some people I did tell off. 

Tom Yeah, among other people you can asic Ken Ring about it. And Raymond 

Moody. 

. "AtutJ 
Elaine And some things are hwt=d for me. Some days things got really 

hard for me. Like I 'Nant to build something and he'll say, like our kitchen, 

most of a 11 like our kitchen. Who 'Nan ts to build a kitchen? 

Tom She also does not stereotype! 

Elaine i'm difficult a iot of times. A iot of things have t,een good though, 

really. I can't complain about it. I don't know vvhat you want to ask me [To 

audience] I'm getting all tlot here . .. nervous. 

Woman Vour statement was that 99 per-cent of the peop i e wi i l separate 
once one begins or has an experience of life after death. V./hat do you see as 

some of these forces that have ~(ept you two together rather than pulling 

you apart? 

Tom Great sex! [Prolonged laughter] Our life is almost an open book. 

Elaine We really care about each other a lot. 

Tom V•lell, certainly, yeah. V./e really do. I've tried many many different 

ways to intellectualize, to talk to Elaine, try to e:x: plain things that are 

unexplainable. I've bored her to death trying to e;<plain wave functions. 

Hovv many photons are in this ice cube? Things H1at ,,vere so, that were so 

ri di cul ous, in hindsight, to try to exp Iain to Elaine at that ti me in ttrnt \Nay. 

But of course that's the exuberance-- V·lt"1en you·ve read that book, "Oh 
t1artha, oh Billie, this book, oh, oh." And three or four yeors later you often 

do remember that silly little bool( . In 0U-1er words, your perceptions 

change, and so on. So Elaine trns put up with that. But in doing that it also 

has told Elaine on an ongoing basis that I really do care, not just about this 
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stuff .. but that I care for her to knovY about all of it. 

And you knovv' it really took me several years until beautiful, beautiful 

friends appeare1j snd others just came right at the right ti me. Genetti is 

here some\Athere tonight. Just to give an e~rnmp le, rnany of you peop 1 e who 

knovY Ganetti, so unconditionally, and so o~. She would talk to me and 

help me with phrases and books and so on. I wouid eventually just call her­

on the phone and sa~d, '•Nhat is a-- and she vvould tell me. And then st other 

times she would avail herself to Elaine. "Well, Elaine, I do know that Torn 

loves you." At those points where Elaine says, 'Tm questioning if Tom 

really loves me." 

El Hine I ha1j troub 1 e 1 ots of ti mes. One ti rne I \•vent to my mother's for 

five days, I just, everything got to be too much, l just took off. And I just 

told him I don·t vvant to talk to him. [Woman \1/as this right after--?] No, 

this was a couple of years ago. {Woman Did you see most of tt1e change 

within let's say six months after the accident?] I saw it irnrnediately. 

[Woman Immediately?] Immediately. 

Tom And I spent the first six months denying it. 

Elaine I could see. it. He vYould tell me things he had no idea. He'd be 

writing down like formulas. Things he wasn't even supposed to kno 1..v. Like 

he said a long tirne ago he's going to be on tt1e Donahue !::how and I go, "Oh, 

sure you are!" A 1 ot of tt1i n!~S have t1appened that I didn't want to kno\•V and I 

knew and they happened. [Woman Did he change tovvard the children?] No, 

he was a 1 ways a great father, al vvays. 

Tom Veah, I'd like to add something to tt1at, because inf act tt1is has been 

studied and documented. I reall':J have changed the father image toward the 

children. 

Eloine It vv·as nice he got to think aftenvards. He was not as hard, oh he 

was a little hard before, too hard. Because he was . .. he always said he 

was the boss and he didn 't believe, I wasn't his equal. [Man And now?] 

Nov•t, I don't, v•tell I shouldn't, I don't knovv. I think men always like to be a 

little higher. They think that, right? 
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Tom Very true, ass matter- of fact it's one of the things that I am very 

av•tare of no'N, severs l years 1 ater. \.'•/as the degree of my quote 

·superiority" to Elaine. 

Elaine And I met him v1hen I was very young, that rnakes a difference. 

Tom I'm not going to talk. I'm terrified! 

El oi ne Oh yeah? 

Tom No, really the recognition on my part. A very minor, may not even be a 

good example at all, but one example is that vvhich is more important the 

architect or the bricklayer? And of cour-se the ansv·ter is neither. There is 

no greater job. If you are doing a job then that's a service to mankind. 

Hopefully you can st i 11 search within yourse 1f if you can recognize you are 

doing the right job. And you may not be doing the correct job or the right 

job but if you are serving, in a WBY, and if you are a homemaker, if you are 

only changing tt·,e diapers and you're not employed, that doesn't make you 

less than the personwhobrings the paycheck in. 

Now I actual 1 y thought in terms of superiority, in other \;Yords, I was 

much more mechani ca 11 y ski 11 ed, I had a t"li gt1er IQ, and a 11 of those thl ngs 

collectively made me superior to Elaine. At age 33, I didn't really (you can 

corre.ct me), I 'NOUld dare say, abuse that. I didn't constantly point my 

finger and say, "I'm greater than you are." 

El 01 ne No, he did! [Audience laughs and app 1 auds] 

Tom Elaine? 

Elaine I didn't knovv I V·ias such a comedi an. I'm a very honest person. 

try to .be, you trnow. I can te 11 we·ve been rnarri ed so long. It's 1 i ke a 

computer. 

Tom You can buiJij the shed next week. [Audience lf:lughs] No, wait, to 

what degree, mention that. 
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El oi ne I don't rea 11 y want to ,~et in t o a 11 that [Audience laughs] \A/hen you 

said you did, when you said you did if you didn't do it. . . 

Tom Well, if I had an idea ... 

Elaine Vou _just did it. 

Tom The way of doing something .. .. in other words, ranging anywhere, of 

course, in emergency situations most of rny f arnily have relied on me as to 

knowing CPR, l(nowing the correct th i ng to do,_ and that's one thing, because 

here you can have a slci 11 that another person doesn't have. That doesn't 

make you superior, it just makes you more sf(illful at that particular thing. 

So, therefore, si nee you t·1ave that skill, you ye 11 out the demands and 

everybody else assists you. All right, that one level, that's one thing, and 

that's okay. But, for instance, a cl1oice of driving, it's a family vacation_. 

where are we going to go? V-/ell, 1·11 decide Yvhere we're going to go. That's 

the otr1er degree, and that's what I was like, and in the last several years, 

now, I actua 11 y try not to p 1 an . .. 

Elaine He's changed. Because you've let me do what I •,,,vant to do. I can do 

anything I vvant to do., that's not that good, either, because you don't. .. I 

can do anything. If I want to take off and go to Ca 1 if orni a for three weeks, 

I could do it, anything I vvant. 

Tom As a result of my near-death experience, it wes iike en 

i nstenteneous ( it \Nas a spiritual av,,i akeni ng, for sure), but i nstentaneous l y 
I knew that and I felt that, that this is more correct. 

that she is an i ndi vi dua 1. Yes , Vl/e have family ti es, yes vYe have 

commitments to eacl, other, t,ut those commitments can eiU1er be 

manipulated, changed, or compromi sed. 

Elaine Now it's the compromise. V-/e compromise on a lot of things. 

Tom And if she 1Nants to go visit her sister in California, go. I mean fine. 
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i n-,,gM even rniss you! I mean, seriously. .. [Audience laughs] 

El oi ne You better! 

Tom No, seriously, the way I intended that, is that, yes, 1 ·11 miss you, but 

don·t at a 11 1 et U-1at i nrli b1t you as to meki ng U-1e move and going to California 

for a period of time, as long as it's not over t v·rn or three days. [Audience 

laughs] But, really compromises--a perfect example is \·Ve 'Nere finally able 

to take an official family vacation and ·vve went to Virginia Beact-i. It v·ras a 

1 ong di stance, the decision to do a 11 tr1i s was rntt1er major. We weren·t userj 

to just making plans and going great distances for a family vacaUon. 

Usually because of money an,j time and so on . . 

So, a few years ago, we asked, "'w"t-1ere haven't we been? 'w'e can afford 

to go on an official family vacation.~ Well, rigtit away, my suggestion ·vvas 

to get things going in the household, being the father. I just said, "V1e're 

going on a family vacation. I want each of you, among the four of us, each of 

you to decide something you want to do for yourse 1f, and possi b 1 y st·n:ire vvith 

everybody else, during that famny vacation. If it means, and sornetr1ing I 

never did travellng, v-1as if I'm going from there to there and if there's 

something fifty miles off to the side, ·..-vell forget that, \·ve·re going here. 

And it re qui red going different 1 ocat ions and so on. And U-1e deci s1 on 'vvas, 

my one son wanted to see a D-1 O bulldozer--he was into bulJ,jozers at U-1e 

time. And I learned that there 1Nas one--it's a very rare machine-- that 

there was in one part of Pennsylvania_. near Scranton. And_. so therefore we 

decided to go to Vi rgi ni a Beact-1 and do these various U-1i ngs for each person. 

And, I also promised--l'rn smiling--! did actually promise and say, -ounng 

the family vacation there v·till not be any near-death stuff. 

E1oine Oh, I remember that! 

Tom V11ell, you know the routine of "No Room at the Inn'?" All right, v-1e 

arrive in Virginia Beach, and of course not having been there before, in the 

middle of July or August, you should r1ave reservations. [1 aught er] I mean 

sometimes we have to 1 earn Dy doing. so we vvent from door to door, and of 

course, we ·vvere a 1 so trying to get something ·within our price range because 

many of those mote 1 s are very expensive. 'v1/e 11 over $1 00. And no room at 

the inn, no room at the inn. Well, we ended up going nortr, along tr1e ocean, 
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whatever avenue that 'Nas. The one thing I did want to do selfi shly, really 

for myse 1f, I trnd heard of a Edgm- Casey t ype p 1 ace, you ~~now, tt1ere was a 

museum or whatever- 'NBS there. I didn't knov1 that it ·was the ARE, but I 

knew that it had sornett1ing to do ·vvith Edgar Casey, and several people had 

mentioned something about Edgar Casey to me. So I vvanted to see what that 

was. 

V•le \•vent to the last motel, and it v•rns just about this time of night, it 
was getting dark and we ·were exhausted and it was a hundred and some 

degrees, all those things, which _. you know, if you·re in the BO dollar price 

range hovv, well $100 doesn·t sound so bad. I'm exhausted and so on. So we 

went to U1is motel and I knew that it was the right motel because it had a 

statue of three dolphins out front. So we went in, and sure enough, there 

was a room avallable. So even ttwugh the price was a little higt·,, we went 

to that room, went to tt-ie door and opened the door, and I hear from U-1e 

balcony above--and I have to role play and say,"\-'/-h-y, T-o-m Sawyer!" 

And it 'Nas Raymond Moody! 

So we said hello and introduced the families and his t\--vo tioys and our 

two boys, and we trnd an instant 1 arger f arnil y, and tt·1at was okay. V·/e went 

to sleep and got up the next morning to do the one specific thing. Some 

where in the area vv·as this Edgar Casey museum that I vtanted to see. So the 

farnily all piled in U-1e car and \•Ve \•vent to the en1j of tr1e 1jri ve··,·vay and 1·rn 

just thi nl(i ng, "We 11, I don·t tH:ive any idea where 1 t is. - But I was one of 

those people ahvays that \•vould just drive and get there. So no problem. I 

backed back into the parking space and Elaine said, "Vlhat's the matter? Did 

you forget something in the room?" And I said, "No, look across the street." 

[Audience laugt1s] Well, that also became usual in our housetwld. 

Elaine This is the truth, everything happens like this lately. 

Tom We learned there is another word for coinci,jence. It's called 

synchronicity. So we went across the street. Now here's the example I 

want to give also about myself and our relationship. The situation 

presented itself that Raymond tvloody was speaking, doing a vveek long 

workshop, at the ARE. And, also, I was introduced to a good friend of his by 

the name of !'"li lton. So we ca 11 ed r1i m Milton, or Unc 1 e t1il ton, and the kids 
fell in love vv•ith him. Milton fell in love with our kids. So while they were 

running in the ocean and in ttrn swimrning pool and having a good old tirne, 
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R8yrnond Moody 8sked rne if l would be interested and if I \"loul d p 1 ease 
speak to the group at tt1e ARE. so, r1 ght away, typi ca I of me, I would say, 

"Oh, yes, of course." But, now having changed and being almost perfect 

[audience laughs] I said_. "I can't do that unless I get Elaine's permission. 

Now there's the difference. I mean ten years ago it was .. "I've decided thet 

rm going to do tt1i s, and I trnpe you lH(e it and if you don·t we 11 that means 

that you don't like it." 

E1oine But it's too bad! [End of side one] [Si de t 'WO begins] 

Tom And \Ne had a ba 11 . \·ve had a riot at the ARE, and did a comedy sketch. • 

My hvo sons and Elaine I had prepped beforehand, 'Nhen anyone in the 

audience or- I or anybody said Urn word "deat11" or "die," instantaneously U-,ey 

would go, "Oh, no, not ,jie!" 

Elaine That was a joke in our house for a long time. 

Tom Anybody, if it v·1as said on television, in other vvords,if you hear tt,e 

word death or die you kind of srni 1 e and say, "Oh, no, not die... And if you do 

in the audience, notice every time someone says death or die eventually 

everybody wi 11 start saying, "Oh no, not die, .. and it becornes very humorous. 

El oi ne I think the experience he 1 ped a 1 ot bee Buse 1 ·m not afraid of death 

anymore at all. But I think rnost people are vvhen they lose somebody that 

they really love, because they feel ttrnt they·re going to be lonely for u-,at 

person. What are they going to do wittrnut U-1is person? But if you really 

care about them, you should be happy for the other person because if you're a 

mother, to rne that is the best thing to get to God v1hen you see your beby 

born. So I think if there's a God, and he's a person or place .. it's just U1e love 

that God as for you, that's what it's ell at,out. People shouldn't be afrnid of 

death at a 11. 1 ·m not, end I've t1e I ped. . . Now I Y.lork in a factory. I don't 

kno·vv how I got there. 1 ·ve been ·there at Bausch and Lomb for a year and they 

bring up subjects like this. I think I've helped a lot of people. A lot of 

people were af rnl d oerore and I Just tBllced to tnem a 1 lt t1 e Olt and they 

don·t know of Tom that much, but I just tell them what I feel about it. And I 

help people that way. 
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Tom For both Elaine and I, I knovv it r,as been typical for me, I don't go 
around saying, "Hey, I ·want to tell you sornething." I mean I've just never 

done that, it's never been necessary. On Ure job site I've never suggested to 

anybody, have you ever heard of a near-death experience, or hey , 1 i sten to 

this. But it has come to pass that U-,e 85 rnernbers of my job--the highway 

department--! imagine tr,ere are a fevv t.trnt _knows little or nothing at eill 

about my circumstances, but the vast majority do. And you know !'rn 

stereotyping by saying this is the OP\r\/ I'm talking about, the troglodytes, 

the very rough, tough macho guys. Tr,ere's two women secretaries and BS 

guys. 

And I was actua 11 y shocked an,j surpri sect that there was not a negative or 

scoffing type of reaction from any of the guys but quite the opposite. They 

either ask me a question directly: "Gee, Torn, I'm having a terrible time, rny 

father is sick in H1e trnspital with cancer-," or ·vvr,atever typical scenario. I 

say, "Well, gee, how do you feel about that?" Kind of in a way I play the 

psychology role, in other 'Nords allO'vV that person to vent their feelings or 

what they want to say. In other words I try to be a good ear and it just 

presents itself and 1·11 eventually tell something, or maybe tt,e genernl story 

of the near-death experience and possi b 1 y off er them, "If you'd 1 i ke to stop 

over et my house and see a book or talk a lit t 1 e rnore, or if you fee 1 as 

though you'1j like to talk at,out such a thing. And that has presented itself. 

And has done really wonders, it's helped an c1 1Nful lot of people. rve seen 

that directly end as Elaine just mentioned, she's been able to do that. In e 

way it's contagious. 

Elaine Most people, a lot of people, are afraid of death. A lot of people, I 
1Nas shocked they 'flouldn't even talk about it and I go, "Why, it's part of--?" 

I'm going to die, everybody's born so you're going to die but tt1ey '·Non·t talk 

about it, it's just 1 i ke if you don't ta 1 k about it, it's not going to t·,appen. I 

don·t understand why they don't do it. 

Woman It seems 1 i ke, what 1 ·m hearing, you·re ta 1 king about uncon1ji ti ona 1 

love, Urnt from the old Torn from the new Torn and he's let go sorne of the 

acti ans or ways that he had and now is wi 11 i ng to let go. . . You recognize 

the responsibility and at the same time you're not making demands, you 

know. It don't have to be my way because you're a person and you can do 

some things. 
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[Womon Asks questt on, nut not audt IJl e] 

Tom. Who are you asking that of? 

Woman Tom. 

Tom I never believed in such hocus-pocus bullshit before. I said it like 

that because that's exact 1 y v•1t·1at I said. Ttrnt's U-1e way I ta l ke,j and that's 

just the way I felt, and I mean it was just all of u-,at. Every bit of it Vv'as 

a11 of that. If in 1978 you would have said the ·vvorld's absolute greatest 

psychic '•Nan ts to speak to me or has to speak to rne end he's right across the 

street or in the next room. You know, I'd just t1it the road, no thank you. I 

may have said, '"No, tr1ank you;· because I 'f/8S genera 11 y po 1 ite, but just 

vvouldn't be the least bit interested. 

But yes, as a matter of fact, that's changed, rather dramatically. After 

we take a tireak, I'll get into tt,at subj eel a l i tt 1 e tii t. There's severa 1 U-ri ngs 

ttrnt I would 1 i ke to ta 1 k about toni gr,t. Some of them 'Nil 1 be on ttie general 

subject of psychic events or activities and so on. In other v•tords, yes to 

that. fvlost definite l ~-

The frequency started a few mi nor U-1i ngs 'l'°'thi ch I'll e:-<p lain in gre13ter 

de tan. The frequency increase to, if you 'Nante1j to document psychic 

events, of cl ei rvoyance, precognitions, retrocognit ions_. and whatever. A11 
of that has happened to rne. I'm not any one of those things. I don't even 

consider rnyse 1f a psyc::t"ri c. 1 ·rn not a clairvoyant, 1 ·m not any of ttrnse ti t1 es, 

but pr-actically all of tt10se functions trnve taken place in my life, and rve 

recognized them for \·vhatever they actua 11 y are, and I've dea 1t ·with them. 

think that a majority of that has never becorne totall~d cornf ortable in my 

life. 

In other words, as of this day r-i grit now, I would. I do a very good j ot1 of 

actually manipulating the, 'fr"hat I call the psychic trash, or the 1jrivel, the 

imagery, the sensationalism. Things like U-1at that are so often associated 

with psyctiic events. In other vvords, H you have a precognition it's so easy 
for you to become sensational 13t,out lt, ani:l because or tne exutierance or Ule 

people around you regarding those subjects, you can become egotistical 

about it. And, I'm actually bragging by saying that I've done a really good job 

of not 1 ett i ng that happen to me. 1 ·ve seen some e;<:peri ences of other peop 1 e 
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similar to me in many, many ways, and they have become very devastated 

because of that al one. In other words, the excuse or the reason that tt1ey 

have become very devastated to the point of a clinical ,jeath state, a,~ain. 

It's only because of that greed and ego that they·ve allovved themselves to 

become obsessed with. And, I've been very careful about that. 
The frequency increase from 1975 throug~ at,out 1964-isti, and don·t ever 

quote me on dates, unless I say something ver~ fpecific. !n other 'N0rds, for 

a f evv· years, and then the frequency leveled off for about a year's time, and 

that frequency 'vvas, ·well I'll say remarkable , because I finally gave in to 

a 11 O\•Yi ng any of tt1ose things being documented. In ott1er \•von1s, I st·,1:ired 

with Dr. Kenneth Ring and Bruce Gn:iyson. Such people Hke that who I had 

trust in and so on. 

And then I met a man by ttrn narne of or-is Bedrie, beautiful rnan, Oris 

Bedri e, who I think sti 11 rnsi des in Pougt1keepsi, Nevv York, an,j that \A/as a 

very synct·,ronistic meeting. I explained to t"iirn a problem that I had 

regarding the Omega Project in Rochester. I 1 i ve in the tovv·n of Greece near 

the lake, and wr1enever tr,ey at the Omega Project, wt"iich is a Laser Ref;earct·1 

Lab did their U-ling, it was just as though you'd put a screw-driver u-,rougt1 

the top of my head and it actually, physically hurt me. I would get a 

headache from it that would go avvay in ten to fifteen minutes, but it 'ftas an 

actu81, ti rne l y e~<peri ence that I vvas 1·1avi ng, due to rny receptivity to suet·, 

things; I'll say it that way. 

We 11, I had this bi~, el abornte pro ti! em. If I would drive on the 

expressway near the LI of R, and I just got near that facility, I '·Nou1d have 

this pain ri gM throu,Jh Urn top of tr1!d hea,j_ 

Well, I rnet trlis rnan, Oris Bedrie, and e~<p1ained tr,is, t1ad tr1is long oration 

of all the details and circumstances to it and he smiled at me and said, 

Tine. Don't do that enyrnore." An1j from that time on_. the frequency of such 

psychic events and so on have been depleted, and the frequency is less and 

less and less. But al so, I don·t vvant to mi sl ea,j ~Jou, my perception of U-ii tl!JS 

and my personal priorities t1ave changed from a little less ps,jchic and much 

more what I 't"tould call strictlq spiritual. And other priorities have been 

sorted out a little better and my focus is a little more accurate. No less 

important at all, but just different. It's a little more in control. Yes? 

Man Wr1at was the actual date and year that the truck fell on you? 
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Tom '"v'e 11, it was at 6:4 i in u-,e evening, on May 23. A curious tM ng, for­
several years. . . [Man 1976?] Yes, 1976. For several years, it was 

documented incorrectly as r·1ay 24th. So, l 'rn fallible, dates are fallible and 

so on. And through investigati ng ttrn paperv·t0rk, and so on, a f i 1 m crevr v1as 

making a documentary, and that investigation vviU1 U-,e help of my 

ex-friend, Steve, [laugr,ter] and several ottw r people, that v1e found out it 

was actua 11 y the evening before. Vou knO\•V, just a mi nor detail, but I am a 

stickler for details. So it was in 1978. Ves? 

Mon It's knovvn that most women are close to their ct1i l 1jren in a psyct·lic 

sense, they knovv if their child is being injured or something. Elaine, do you 

have a closer tie now with Totll? Kind of telepatt1ically'? Do you knoV\' vi'·hat 

he's doing during the day or anything? 

Elaine No [Torn sighs \N iU-1 e~:aggerated relief. Audience leughs] He kno\'YS 

what I'm doing. No, I don't. 

Mon Elaine, if you trnd to write e book about your life no\¥, \•vt1at migM tt·,e 

title be? 

Elaine Gee, I don't really know. 

Tom Just guess. 

Elaine No. I don·t knovv. I don·t kno··N V·that the title would t,e. I never 

thought about tr,at. 

Mon Tom, you've been changing, you kno 'N, from psychic phenomenon to this 

area tt·1at we discussed before. I guess it's prophecy. I just 'vVant to know, 

Elaine, hovv you·ve been reacting to that and the difficulty of reacting to 

that and how do you reso i ve it. 

Elaine That's hard. For one U-ting, I'm very sensitive and I'm pretty 
ernot1ona1. Mayoe more tnan a lot or women are. so I aon·t \-Vant to know 

what on earth's happening sometimes, end I can't handle it. So I just tota11y 

kind of push it out, say a little prayer and that's it. Because I can't let it 

bother me. Otherwise, I'm not going to be able to do anything. Nothing. 
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Maybe you're not supposed to change anything. So I just say a prayer and go 

on with wtrnt I'm supposed to t,e do ing. lt"s been a Tittle bit hard. I tell him, 

"Don't tell me any more, I don't vv·ant to hear it. 

Tom Did you 1 i ke the way I stoppe,j U-,at? 'w'hevv! 

E1aine If you can handle things you can handle them, some things you can·t 

handle. I can·t. 

Tom No l'rn talking to Dan, we·re doing an inside joke. Wow! 

Woman Vlould you relate the story of vv·hen you '•tVere on Urn job and your 

son .. . • 

Tom Veah. I thought you v,;ould ask that. I'm getting v-1ound up, here. 

Elaine Are ·we talking too long? [Tom Mo] Then you can tell your story. 

Tom Veah. I a 1 so \•Vant to say, for El ai ne·s sake, that she did ask rne 

outright regarding this event. In other 'Nords, if I knev1 about it before. 

Here·s a good e}<:arnp 1 e rrnv1 chaotic tt•,i ngs can get or cnizy. Tt·,e 1 ogi ca 1 
deductive reasoning bet•fi nd her frustration was, if I kne'N about an event 

that v-muld injure my son Todd severely, t1o·vv could I ever go to 'Nork and 

ellov-, that to happen? And the answer is, there are those things that, if you 

have a precognition, especially of a tragic nature (an,j that's a judgmental 

statement), but, of a tragic nature it may just be tt1at, U-1at you for 

whatever reason or no reason at all simply have to kno 1N of it ahead of time, 

and there's nothing that you can do. Furthermore, sometimes there's nothing 

you can do even if you try to do something. V·/e 11 , now that i've a 1 ready 

qualifie,j u-,at situation, I don·t recall tt1e date _: ho"vv old was Todd, Eleine? 

E1 oi ne I think he was about t ·v·v·e 1 ve . 

Tom Ol(ay, so this would be two, maybe tt1ree years after my near-death 

experience. And, I, p 1 ease don't get mad, but this 'Nas documented at the 

University of Connecticut. 
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Eiaine it was? I didn't know U-1at. Dernn, he broke t1is leg and you 
documented--

Tom Al most an open book. This is documented at the University of 

Connecticut but to say that, 'h't°1at I really rnean is in a round-tat,le 

discussion with Ken Ring end a fevv people 'vyith an extremely t1igt1 degree of 
confidentiality and a demand by rne that this not be used for publication or 

any other reason. I told them. I v·rns asked the question, "Do you, can you 

tell anything of ttrn future regarding your O\•Vn family?" 'w'ell, after a fifteen 

minute Gry, I said ttrnt my son Todd 'floul,j be severely injured, but it was 

necessary. 

And I v·,··asn·t able to explain the necessan.-1, I don't even think I could do a 

very good job right nov•t explaining U-1e necessary part of it. But, at any rate 

wtrnt tool( place, I was at vvor!(, running a front-end 1 oader, and I wasn·t 

aware of the clock time--! didn't knov·t the clocf,: tirne, ahead of time, but 

simultaneously \Nith the event, what I e:,.:perienced was if you had large 

stereo speakers on either side of my shoulders and wt·11:it I heard \·Vas my son, 

Todd, gri rnacing, you lrno-..·v in other vvords, t,ei ng i njured. He broke t•1i s leg 

very severely, and felling dov·m into the field of grass and saying, "Oh Dad, 

Oh, Dad I "vvish you Vy'ere here." 

We 11 that actually di ,j take p 1 ace, and as it took pl ace, I heard it 1 oud and 

clear. I \·Vas, rougt·11y as tt,e c:rov-t flies , t11ree, tt1ree and a half miles a\•vay. 

And, I 1Na 1 ked right off the top of the 1 oader, it's about 12 feet ta 11. .Just 

made one step and another 1 arge 1 eap to a pickup truck \·vhere the foreman on 

the job was sit ti n!;l in the pickup trucf(. Poor Chet! He di ctn·t stay them very 

long .. Well, I opened tt·1e door an,j grabbed r1irn by the st10ulder- end said, 

UChet, there's an emergency. I've got to get to m1J son right a'Nay." And he 

kind of had a st10cke,j reaction. As I drove awey in his truck, I said, "Take 

the 1 oader onto the hi grP,1ay, I won't be back." I di d--on the way tO\•v ard his 

school and the hospital, tt,e higtn·vay department ·was close by--so I did tal(e 

the ti me to drop the pickup truck off at my car, ~rnd drove my car to the 

hospital. 

Well, tr1ere·s only one protilem: I'm at U-1e hospital and nothing is taking 
place, there·s no Todd, there·s no rarnny, there·s no emergency at all. so I 

asked the nurses to p 1 ease checf( and see if there v·tas a John Doe brought in, 

and I described my son and U-1ey said, .. Are you sure?" I gave my first name, 

last nerne, all that, "No, I'm sorry, maybe you could ct·,eck another t·,ospita1." 
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Whoa,have I made a terrible mistake, maybe 1·m at the wrong hospital. So 

I decided that the best tt1ing to do w·ould tie to call his school. So I lool(ed up 

the phone number, put the quarter i n, and dialed. "Oh, Mr. Sav-tyer, we·re glad 

you ca 11 ed. Vle've been trying to get in touch with you. Your son has been 

injure1j, and he's at Rocr1ester General Hot;pital, Northsiije_" And I said, 

MWell, 'rtn 11ere nov·l and he·s not here.M Moh, rio, no, he·s just being picked up 

in the ambulance nov•t. " So I said, "Well, U1at's fine and thenk you very 

much.· And she said, "l'rn so glad you called." I ahvays 'v"lcmted to confront 

her 1 ater on and say, "Did you ever give any tr1ought as to why I ca 11 ed?" At 

any rate, I trnng the phone up and turned and as I turned, the doors opened and 

in came the roll er tied with Todd on it. 

And you knov·l , the spiritual pt:ir-t of this, the rnost important part, vvas trie 

eye-contact with Todd. He vvas conscious; he tiroke his leg very severely. 

The probability v1as tt1at r1e would trnve a lirnp for life. Tt1at the growtt·1 

plate at that young age 'ft"aS injured, it was more like a green-stick frncture. 

It required surgery and so on. 

He came by and I put rny hand on his ctrnst like that, and of course, rnost 

important 1 y, 1Nas U1e eye cont Bet. In ott1er words, fat her- to son and that 

security, you know, Mommy's here, Daddy 's here, and that took p 1 ace, then t1e 

went in for emergency treatment. I don·t recall rigt·1t novv, were you 1h"ith 

him at the ti rne? [Elaine Un-huh.] Okay, so you came in later, then. Vou 

weren·t as important, just then. So Elaine and I had that wonderful parental 

stay in the emergency department. Lookin!J at each other, 1..vishing we could 

go in there and do sornethi ng more. That ·1vas the event that took p 1 ace. 

I got back to work and a pol ogi zed to Chet and it ·was as tr1ougr1 t·1e t·1ad no 

reaction at all. He said,. "Well that's okay, Torn, if there was an emergency." 

And it never occurred to him at all .. nothing at all. I was concerned about 

that, I vvas very vvorrie1j about that , that I am going to have to go and give 

some kind of e;<planation as to why I stole his truck. Is he going to bring me 

up on ctrnrges, or wr1atever? Nothing happened. He just sai1j, '"Gee, Torn, 

what was the emergency? ls it personal?" I said, "No, my son broke tiis leg 

quite badly.'" And he said, "Oh, ·.,.-.1e 11 is he okay now?" In other words, just 

shut right off. 

And agBi n, I didn't pursue it; them was no need. He got enough exp 1 an au on 

that things 1..vere okay. And trial was okay. That's the example that I wanted 
to give, but now, for Elaine to react to that in hindsigr1t. I don't recall V·l'hen 

she asl(ed rne, tiut she did ask rne outrigt·1t, "Did you know that tt·11s V•iou1d 
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t·11:ippen bef orer·1and?" And I have to tell t·1er U-1e truth. I have to say, "\'es." 

How did slie react to u·,at? Do you rnmemtier hovv· you reacted to tnat? 

El oi ne No. I guess I just shrugged it off. \y'hat e 1 se can you do? 

Otherwise, I'd go nuts. Vou know. 

Tom She did say a couple of tt1ings to\>vard the justlfication of it. !n ot her 

words, "V✓hy?" Or "Hov ... ·?" The "hovv, ·.-.1hy?" situation. I ··ty•as very frustrated 

et one time knowing of an impending plane crast·1 and_. that precognition ran 

more than a year in duration, vvhich ·v-.ias strange to rne. And as I founcl out_. 

I guess it's not too cornrnon that a prncognition of a single event like tr,at 

runs a long duration of time. In other words, of those type of precognitions 

the rnore usu a 1 thing would tie thirty days ahead. But this ran over e year, 

and I become extrnordi nari l y overly at tact1ed to tt·1e event. 

Elaine And the people. Yeah, that \¥as hard. That's 'Nhat's hard about the 

whole scene of the things ttrnl's t·,appened. He gel's, if he kno'NS sornething 
1 il<e t11i s is going to t·1appen 11e mi gt·,t te 11 me, and tt1en tie gets attacr,ed to 

the people and then what do you do? V·/hat do you do? Vou tell me V·that you 

do, d you call their families, and tell them that something·s going to happen. 

I don't know. 

Tom The major frustration tt1ere v•rns, I had many, many significant details 

to the event \·Vi th the exception of exact 1 y 'Nhen and exact 1 y V\··here. So I 'floS 

using the ref ere nee poi nl of tt·1e vi sue 1 i rnagery, and I even atternpled to go 

to airports an,j loolc to see if it looked like that. ,Just to find tt1e place. 

Well, there are rnany details; l'rn still very attached to it, obviously. I 

got overly attached to it and that ·...-ms rea 11 y '\·vrong on rny part. So ·vvhen the 

event did tal(e place, even though there are some e:<trnordinary positive 

aspects to that event, spiritually and so on, and tt1e event turned out a lot 

better than it 'NfJS ori gi na 11 y vi ev•te1j as, if you ·vvil 1. That's just tough to 

deal vtith, and as Elaine just said, to mention anytt1ing li ke that to her, I 

have little enougr, understanding. Hov•l can I expect sorneone like Elaine to 

understand somett1i ng u-,at"s corning from me? so, out you knov·t, I ,jon·t 

want to leave you 1Nith a misunderstanding. And, 1·11 say U-1is tt1en ! want 

Elaine to address the same thing. 

our-life in u-,e last ten years trns been really, "thurnbs up," because we·ve 
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had more fun, than not. We laugh and joke a lot. Vou kno·•N, a lot of dry 

humor; tt1at's often a t1ealing tt1ing. In fact, I overplayed a tape reconjing I 

got most recently, and part of the 'f/Ords to that tape recording \i.,ias, Elaine 

finally did say that she wished that I'd turn it off at least for a minute or 

so, because part of the di a 1 ogue to that tape recording vvas, bring forth your 

healing 1 aughter, M and, you lrno\v, it ·s very ~ rnportant to deal \•Vith 

frustrating situation, you knovv, one of the instantaneous hea 1 i ng aspects is 

laughter. And, if you can t\·Vist it around, turn it around, or just act like a 

clov·m if you have to, but just turn that frustration into laughter, you'll be a 

success. I want to stereotype the last ten years of my marTiage, on my side, 

it's "thurnbs up," much more positive than negative, and you kno\N, as a 

subordinate, she's doing really fine . [Elaine tries to say something two or 

three ti mes but laughter and app 1 a use drovff,s her out] Do you agree? 

El 01 ne Agree with what? 

Tom What I just said. 

El 01 ne Veah, it ·s tie en good. 

Tom V1e11, has it been, are you glad, are you glad or sad? 

Elaine I'm glad. 

Tom Ah, \•vhew! Vvere we supposed to take a break at nine or nine-thirty? 

Carol Protiably we st·,ou1d to allov•l f ol!(s Y·lt,o have raps and v·tho want to go 

to other raps, to go ahead and do that now. But Tom will remain here. 

Tom Veet·,, 1'1j 1 H<e to ask a question of every body, beceuse to rea 11 y do 

justice to as many people as possitile. I know that Steve has played a couple 

of videotapes of programs and so on. I'd like to see a shov·l of hands, is 

there's anybody in the audience \·vtw hasn't heard the genera 1 story of v·1r1at 

happened to rne . In otr,er words, a truck fell on rne . .. Tt1eref ore okay. 

Perhaps at another ti rne you can get the 1 ong version of Hie detai 1 ed version 
of the details, and/or in the dialogue when 1ve start up after this break in 

the die 1 ague, arfld question at a 11 you t·,ave about that. I can address in that 
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way, Dut one of the things vve want to try this day. I also have to ask, is 
there going to be time tornorrov1? Do we t,ave plans for tomorrow? 

Dan You can have all the time you \•vent, Tom. 

Tom Okay. Tr1en, 'vve·11 get a ct"1ance to tal k_ atiout u·,at also. Tt1is evening, I 

think 'Nhat we'll 1jo, 1·11 j ust see . . . \•Vhat progrnm \·Vas that? Oh, !'11 gi ve you 
the Phil Donahue synopsis. It V'l'as like in five minutes that I told tJ1e v1hole 

story. In otr,er vvords, the stages as researcJ,ers call u-,ern and so on, to give 
you an idea of what I experi enced i nit i a 11 y as tt1e near-deaU-1 experience, an1j 

then v•1e·11 talk about the implications and applications of such things, and 
questions en,j ensvvers. Okey? Thank you. [Audience app l euds. End of Tepe] 

'-


